Lec #12: 19 SEP 11
e LAST TIME: Spectral Classification
— effective temperature
— historical development of spectral classification
— the MK system
e TODAY: HR Diagram
— what is it? how is it used?

The HR Diagram

— luminosity class
— spectroscopic parallax
— mass on the HR diagram
* WEDNESDAY: Measuring Stellar Mass
— binary stars
— mass-luminosity relation
— mass and the HR diagram
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Spectroscopic Parallax

e stars are confined to
narrow strips defined by
spectral type and luminosity
class

* given MK classification,
we know approximately
what absolute magnitude
(luminosity) should be

* with apparent magnitude,
we can determine distance
(from the distance modulus)
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